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This collection includes three sample lessons from EnglishCurrent.com, a site that offers 430+ lessons
focusing on speaking skills for Intermediate (B1/B2), Upper-Intermediate (B2/C1), and Advanced
(C1/C2) ESL Levels.

The lessons focus on speaking and vocabulary building and are designed for adult and college-level
learners in one-on-one or group classes.

Included Lessons

Title Level Input Pages
Rent a Friend in Japan Intermediate (B1/B2) Video (3:20, BrE) 2-5
AITA? Relationship Conflicts Upper-Intermediate (B2/C1) Reading Passage 6-10
Daryl Davis & the KKK Advanced (C1/C2) Video (3:47, AmE) 11-14

Be sure to pre-read the lessons to ensure they are appropriate for your class.

In general, our lesson plans follow this structure: A few testimonials:
o Warm-up questions "Great content! Sites like ESL brains do
e Reading (200-300 words) or Video (1-4 minutes) a good job but the lessons could be a

bit random and not really intellectual

o Comprehension questions :
enough." — Seki W., Tutor, Toronto

o Vocabulary activity

* Debate "l think you are doing a terrific job, and |
 Roleplays want to thank you for making it

e Famous Quotations available to teachers like me for such a
e Vocabulary & Collocation Review small fee." — Pablo T., Mexico City

e Final discussion questions

Differentiators from our competition:

1) No Al Slop. Lessons are human-written on unorthodox thought-provoking topics.

2) Value. For only $22 a year, EnglishCurrent is the most affordable lessonbank despite having 430+
lessons.

3) Editability. Lessons for members are available in .DOCX format, so you can delete what you don’t
need.

To become a member, visit EnglishCurrent.com. Enjoy the samples!

- Matthew Barton | Creator of EnglishCurrent.com: Lesson Plans for English Conversation Class


https://www.englishcurrent.com/conversational-english-lesson-samples/?utm_source=sample_pdf&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=lesson_samplesPDF
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#“%%  INTERMEDIATE (B1/B2) Lesson on Rental Friends: Warm-up Questions

(

1
2
3) What do you know about Japanese society and culture? Would you like to visit there? Why or why not?

What do you usually do with friends (e.g., eat together, play sports, talk)?

~ ~—

Is it easy or difficult to make new friends in your country?

Vocabulary Previewing: Match the bolded words from the upcoming video to their definitions below.
Morimoto will offer his companionship to attend events, dine with clients, and sometimes...
... when it was trending on social media.

... to accompany her for a curry

Through agencies, you can rent actors to be your friend...

1.
2
3
4. his effort-free approach makes his offer unique.
5
6. ... some requests that he has had to turn down.
7.

... to ask friends or family for favors because they feel they have to do something in return...

ad)): one of a kind, special

phrasal v): to refuse, to say no to an offer or request
Vv): to go somewhere with someone

n): the comfort of being with someone; friendship

n): people who pay for services; customers

n): helpful acts or kindness done for others

v): becoming popular or widely talked about

n): businesses or organizations that provide a service

~— — — —
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Video: Meet the Japanese man who rents himself out to 'do nothing'
> https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0vstjSFo2jU (3:20, BrE)

Comprehension Questions & Follow-Up Questions

1) Recall & Retell: Summarize the main idea of the video in your own words.

2) How much does Morimoto charge for his service?

3) What kinds of activities does Morimoto do with clients? Give two examples.

4) According to Morimoto, what makes his offer unique?

5) What type of requests has he turned down?

6) Why do some people feel comfortable hiring Morimoto instead of asking friends or family for help?
7) Would you like to spend a day with him? Why or why not? What would you do together?

Replace the underlined phrase with one of the vocabulary above. Then ask the questions to a partner.

1. Have you ever had to refuse a request from a friend? Why?
Do you think Al (artificial intelligence) can be useful for the comfort of being with someone?

Does your country have any special social problems?
When was the last time you paid for a service from a business?

Do you often have to do helpful acts for your friends and family?

o a0~ 0D

If you were a customer of Morimoto, what would you ask him to do with you?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OvstjSFo2jU

Speaking Activity: Debate (Pick a Side)

e Because of social media and technology, it is easier to make friends today than it was thirty years ago.

Roleplay: The Best (Rent-a) Friend - Scene 1 (Pair or Group Work)

Situation: Seraphina Montclair is a member of the royal family. She is having
difficulty making friends. The royal family has arranged an interview between her
and several famous rent-a-friends.

Seraphina will pick one rent-a-friend to sign a $500,000 companionship contract  age: 20

(20 hrs/week, 3 years). Read your roles below. Likes: travel, puppets
(also looking for new hobbies)

Rent-A-Friend: You need to win this contract. Tell Seraphina about

e your personality
e what you would do with her
e what makes you unique compared to other rental friends

Optional phrase: | never turn down a client’s request.

Seraphina: Interview the rental friend. Ask:

what you would do together. Get some examples.
what makes them unique

if they like puppets

(other questions)

Optional phrase: Can a rental friend really provide true friendship?

Roleplay: The Best (Rent-a) Friend - Scene 2
Situation: The Rental Friend got the contract. It’s been six months. S/he has asked to talk with Seraphina.

Task: Read your roles below.

Rent-A-Friend: Seraphina is the worst. The reason she doesn’t have friends is because she’s got many
problems. Some examples:

e She’s boring. She doesn’t talk or suggest ideas. She wants you to plan everything.

e She texts you too much—through the day and night. You have started using a chatbot (ChatGPT) to
reply to her because it’s too much.

e She always wants to play with her puppets.

e (other reasons)

Task: You must break-up with Seraphina. You will begin the conversation.

Optional phrase: | need to think about my mental health.

Seraphina: Your rental friend wants to talk to you. In the conversation, mention these issues:

e They are not reliable. Recently, they have been cancelling plans with you.
e Last week you only spent 10 hours together. This is under the 20-hour limit!
e You think they have been using ChatGPT to text with you. The text messages do not seem real.

Note: The rental friend is on a contract. They must complete it to get paid fully. (If they do
not, they get put in the dungeon (see image on the right).) |§ p

Optional phrase: Sadly, this isn’t the companionship | signed up for. (P

- www.englishcurrent.com -



Famous Quotations about Friendship
e  “Friends are people who know you really well and like you anyway.” — Greg Tamblyn

e “Human beings are social animals. We were social before we were human.” — Peter Singer

Vocabulary Review: Spend 3-5 minutes creating a story using the below pictures and the vocabulary below.

unique / turn down / accompany / companionship / clients / favor / trending / agency

Vocabulary: Insert one of the above vocabulary items into the appropriate blank.

1. Morimoto will offer his to attend events, dine with , and sometimes...
2. ... after discovering his service when it was on social media.

3. She hired Morimoto in 2020 to her for a curry...

4. Through , you can rent actors to be your friend or even your entire family.

5. Morimoto says his effort-free approach makes his offer

6. His rising popularity, though, has attracted some requests that he has had to

7. ... to ask friends or family for because they feel they have to do something in return

Collocation Review

1. attend a) down due to work.
2. she was feeling b) costume

3. dressed in a Pikachu c) story

4. to listen to her life d) role

5. he is not playing any specific e) events

Final Discussion Questions

1. Which is better: an Al-friend or a rental friend?

Where are the best places to go to meet new people? Do you often meet new people?
Are humans truly social animals? Could you be happy alone?

Is it important to keep in touch with friends from your childhood?

o > 0D

Would you rather rent a pet or a friend?
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This lesson plan was created by Matthew Barton of EnglishCurrent.com (copyright). Site members may photocopy and
edit the file for their classes. Permission is not given to rebrand the lesson, redistribute it on another platform, or sell it as
part of commercial course curriculum. ChatGPT was used to generate answer keys and some famous quotations. For

questions, contact the author.

Comprehension Q Answer Key
1. ... (students’ own words; main idea: Morimoto rents himself out “to do nothing,” providing companionship for a fee)
About 10,000 yen, or roughly 70 US dollars

Examples include: dining with clients, attending events, listening to people’s stories

Requests like traveling overseas (e.g., to Trinidad and Tobago) or heavy physical tasks (e.g., moving a fridge)

2

3

4.  He doesn't play a role or pretend to be someone else; he just shows up as himself

5

6.  Because with him they don’t feel pressure to “give back” in the relationship; it’s temporary and without obligations
7.

... (students’ own answers; open-ended)
Vocab preview answer key: 1-unique, 2-turn down, 3-accompany, 4-companionship, 5-clients, 6-favors, 7-trending, 8-

agencies

Collocations: 1-e, 2-a, 3-b, 4-c, 5-d
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'-‘-‘ UPPER-INTERMEDIATE (B2/C1) Lesson on AITA Conflicts: Warm-up Questions

1) Do you think you are an easy person to get along with? Why or why not?

2) When was the last time you had an argument with a family member or friend?

3) Have you ever tried to get advice in an online forum?

Reading Passage: AITA Stories

Background: AITA (Am | the A**hole?) is a Reddit forum where people ask others to judge if their actions
were appropriate or not. Below are some summaries of interesting AITA posts.

Task: Read and discuss each story. Assess if the OP (original poster) is YTA (You’re The A**hole), NTA
(Not The A**hole), NAH (No A**holes Here), ESH (Everyone Sucks Here) or INFO (Not enough information).

1. The Pet: I'm 34, and I've been with my fiancé, Tim, for a couple of years. He recently moved in with his
9-year-old daughter, Emily, who has strong allergies to dogs. The problem is, | have a 7-year-old golden
retriever, Max, who’s been my close friend through everything. Tim knew about Max from the start, but
now that we’re living together, he’s demanding that | get rid of my dog for Emily’s safety.

| suggested keeping Max out of Emily’s room, deep cleaning, using air purifiers, or even keeping Max
here part-time—but Tim shot down every idea. He says | need to “put Emily first.” Because I’'m not willing
to give up Max, he says that I'm selfish and not ready to be a stepmom. To me, Max is family. | can’t
imagine abandoning him. Am | wrong for standing my ground?!

2. The Key: | should start by saying my mother-in-law is very nosy. My husband (37m) and | (34f) just
bought a new house and she kept pushing us for a spare key “for emergencies.” The thing is, she had an
“emergency” key to our old apartment and used it to walk in on us twice while we were having sex. |
couldn’t trust her, so | gave her a fake key to our new place.

Then at Christmas dinner, she criticized me in front of everyone because | had given her a “fake key”.
When | asked how she knew it was fake, she admitted she’d tried to let herself in when we weren’t home
(without an emergency). | reminded her she’d promised only to use it if necessary. She turned red and
went into the kitchen and had a meltdown. The rest of dinner was awkward. My husband says | ruined
Christmas and demands that | apologize to her. Seriously, AITA?2

3. Getting Fired: I'm a high schooler with a weekend job at a coffee shop. Customers get super angry at
me over nothing. So my coworker James (the owner’s son) thought up a plan. One day, a guy was
shouting at me about his coffee not being hot enough, so James comes in and “fired” me on the spot,
and | played along, pretending to be shocked and sad. The guy immediately changed his mind,
apologizing and saying it wasn’t a big deal. James refuses, insisting “We pride ourselves on the best
customer service.”

We've done this a couple times now and it usually results in the customer apologizing. Honestly it’s a
pretty satisfying prank. | told my friends about it, but some said it’s cruel. AITA for letting people think
they got me fired?3

Comprehension & Follow-up Questions

1) Recall & Retell: Summarize each story in your own words: The Pet, The Key, and Getting Fired.
) What suggestions did the OP (original poster) make to Tim to solve the problem?

3) How could the first story best be solved?
)

Some people are a certain way (e.g. nervous, loud, nosy) by nature. Do you think the mother law in
the second story can learn to respect people’s boundaries?

5) Generally speaking, why do people often complain about their “in-laws”?
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https://www.reddit.com/r/AmItheAsshole/

6) In the third story, why do you think customers apologized after James joined the conversation?
7) Why might the OP’s friends think that the prank is cruel?
Vocabulary: Match the words with their meaning based on how they were used in the article.
1. fiancé (n) a) uncomfortable or embarrassing
2. allergy (n) b) a joke or trick played on someone, often for fun
3. to shoot sth down c) being too interested in other people’s private matters
4. abandon (v) d) toleave something/someone behind and not care for them anymore
5. stand your ground e) without any delay; immediately
(idiom) f) aman someone is engaged to marry
6. nosy (adj) g) to say something negative about someone’s behavior, work, etc.
7. criticize (v) h) describing something that causes pain or suffering on purpose
8. meltdown (n) i) a medical condition where certain things, like food, cause a bad reaction in
9. awkward (adj) the body
10. on the spot (idiom) j) to refuse to change your position, even when others disagree
11. prank (n) k) a situation where someone becomes very upset or loses control
12. cruel (adj) I) to reject an idea/suggestion completely

Pronunciation: Pronounce the above phrases with your teacher, stressing the underlined syllable.

Replace the underlined phrase with one of the vocabulary items above. Then ask the questions to a partner.

1. Have you ever seen someone have a situation when they lose control in public?

Do you think it is causing suffering to eat meat?

Should a man engaged to marry live with his partner before getting married?

How can dating be less uncomfortable?

Have you ever had to deal with a neighbour or relative that was too interested in your private life?

Can you think of a funny joke without any delay?

What'’s the funniest trick for fun you’ve ever seen or experienced? Did anyone get upset?

Did your parents ever accidentally leave you behind when you were a child?

© ® N oo g p 0D

If you were attacked by a bear, would you run or stay in your position?

Speaking Activity: Roleplay (pick a role)
Situation: Casey is getting married next month. He has decided to have a child-free wedding.

Casey’s Sister: Of course you want to attend your brother’s wedding, but you have three kids. Your kids
are lovely. You are a single mom. You cannot afford childcare for the night (usually your mom helps with
babysitting, but she’ll be at the wedding). Convince Casey to let you bring your kids. Tell him that if your
children can’t go, then you won't go.

Possible expression: You're asking me to choose between being a good mom and a good sister.

Casey: You want people to enjoy your wedding, so you have decided to ban children. (You especially
don’t want your sister’s kids there; they are always crying and breaking things). Think of reasons to
support your argument.

Possible expression: We don’t need kids having a meltdown at our wedding.
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Speaking Activity: Story Telling

Option 1: Using some of the vocabulary below, tell your own AITA story and then present it to the class.

Option 2: Create a fictional story using the images and the vocabulary below. (Note: it doesn’t need to be an

AITA story.)

Speaking Activity: AITA Rapid-Fire

1)
2)

Vocabulary

fiancé (n)

allergy (n)

to shoot sth down
abandon (v)
stand your ground
(idiom)

nosy (adj)

criticize (v)
meltdown (n)
awkward (adj)

on the spot (idiom)
prank (n)

cruel (adj)

AITA for not buying my 15-year-old child an iPhone for his birthday despite his friends all having them?

AITA for not bowing to my girlfriend’s Korean grandparents? My girlfriend never bowed when she met

my (European) parents.

AITA for suing my girlfriend for taking my old car to the scrap yard?

AITA for throwing away my boyfriend’s university acceptance letter before he could read it? | don’t want

him to leave me.

My don't like my son’s girlfriend. Recently, the family had an “ugly Christmas sweater” party. | wore a

sweater with his girlfriend’s face on it. Now my son is mad, and his girlfriend won't talk to him. AITA?

Vocabulary: Insert one of the vocabulary items from the box above into the appropriate blank.

1.

2
3
4
5.
6.
7.
8
9

10. so James comes in and “fired” me
11. Honestly it’s a pretty satisfying

I'm 34, and I've been with my , Tim, for a couple of years.
... his 9-year-old daughter, Emily, who has strong fo dogs.
... but Tim every idea.

I can’t imagine him.

Am | wrong for ?

... my mother-in-law is very .

Then at Christmas dinner, she me in front of everyone.
She turned red and went into kitchen and had a

The rest of dinner was

, and | played along, pretending to shocked...
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12. | told my friends about it, but some said it’s

Famous Quotations on Interpersonal Conflict
o "Whenever you’re in conflict with someone, there is one factor that can make the difference between
damaging your relationship and deepening it. That factor is attitude." — William James

e "Good fences make good neighbors." — Robert Frost

Quick Collocation Review

1. golden a) through everything

2. my close friend b) over nothing

3. getrid c) purifiers

4. using air d) retriever

5. spare e) key

6. she turned f) red

7. getangry at me g) deal

8. itwasnt a big h) of my dog

9. We pride i) ourselves on the best customer service

Final Discussion Questions
1. What are some pros and cons of seeking advice on online forums?

2. Overall, do you think you are a good person? How can you improve?
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This lesson plan was created by Matthew Barton of EnglishCurrent.com (copyright). Site members may photocopy and
edit the file for their classes. Permission is not given to rebrand the lesson, redistribute it on another platform, or sell it as
part of commercial course curriculum. ChatGPT was used to generate answer keys and some famous quotations. For

questions, contact the author.

Comprehension Question Answer Key

1.

2. Suggestions: Keeping Max out of Emily’s room, Deep cleaning, Using air purifiers, Boarding Max part-time
3.

4.

5.

6. They likely felt guilty for overreacting after seeing the perceived consequence (the “firing”) of their behavior.
7. They may believe it’s unethical to let customers think they caused someone to lose their job, especially if the

customer feels genuinely bad afterward.

Vocabulary: 1-f, 2-i, 3-I, 4-d, 5+, 6-c, 7-g, 8-k, 9-a, 10-e, 11-b, 12-h
Collocations 1-d, 2-a, 3-h, 4-c, 5-e, 6-f, 7-b, 8-g, 9-i

1 https://news.meaww.com/aita-woman-sparks-online-debate-by-refusing-to-rehome-her-dog-for-her-fiances-allergic-daughter?
2 https://www.reddit.com/r/AmltheAsshole/comments/rrjihmz/aita_for_giving_my_mil_a_fake_copy_of_my_house/

3 https://www.reddit.com/r/AmltheAsshole/comments/e5k3z2/aita_for_pretending_to_get_fired_when_customers/
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'-‘-‘ ADVANCED (C1/C2) Lesson on Daryl Davis & the KKK: Warm-up-Questions

1)
2) Would you be willing to talk with someone who holds hateful or offensive views? Why or why not?
3)

What are some extreme religious or political groups in your home country?

What’s more powerful in the long run: protest or dialogue?
Video: How One Black Blues Musician Changed 25 Members of the KKK (CBN News)

Note: The Ku Klux Klan (KKK) is an American white supremacist group.
> https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M NHt480W20 (3:47, AmE)

Comprehension Questions

1) Recall & Retell: Summarize the video to a partner in your own words.
) Overall, what is the main idea of the video?
) In your opinion, why did the man invite Daryl for a drink?
4) What question has Daryl struggled with since he was a child?
) When did Daryl realize his conversation partners were beginning to respect him?
) How does Daryl’s approach differ from the current generation’s? Which approach do you think is best?

Vocabulary: Match the words below with their meaning based on how they were used in the article.

1. country music had made a resurgence in this country.

2. Then he makes this remark — when the waitress brings my cranberry juice, he clinks my glass, cheers
me, and says ...

| was naive. | wasn't trying to be rude.

Since age 10, Davis had been pondering the question:

This uniform represents white supremacy.

... this activist generation is using social media to reach the masses.

... saying his relational approach undermines their purpose.

... when | should be devoting my time to changing the system

© ® N O O A ®

the younger generation has the right intent — although their methods can sometimes taint the mission.

(n): a spoken comment or statement

(v): thinking carefully and deeply about something

(phrase): large numbers of ordinary people

(v): lightly hits a glass against another to make a sound, usually in celebration
(v): weakens something gradually or makes it less effective

(n): the purpose or reason behind someone’s actions

(v): giving time, effort, or attention to something important

(n): a return or increase in popularity/strength after a period of decline

(adj): not experienced or aware of how complicated or difficult life or people can be
(v): to damage or spoil the quality or reputation of something

(n): superiority; the state of having more power or control than others

~— — — —
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M_NHt480W20

Replace the underlined phrase with one of the words below. Then ask the questions to a partner.
naive / supremacy / resurgence / remark / clink / devote / ponder

taint / the masses / intent / undermine

—

Have you ever made a comment that you later realized was insensitive or impolite?
Is giving time in your life to wealth and comfort a wasted life?
What is one thing that weakens trust in democracy?

What causes people to join groups based on racial superiority?

o > 0D

When morally evaluating an action, is the actor’s reason behind an action more important than the

consequences of the act?

What trends or beliefs have seen a return in popularity in the last few years?

What is the easiest way to influence large numbers of ordinary people?

Speaking Activity: Debate
e My home country is slowly becoming less racist.

e The idea that one person can change the system is naive.

Speaking Activity: The Task Force for Progress (Group Work)
Situation: Hate groups have made a resurgence in your country recently. They target minorities such as
foreigners and people of certain ethnic backgrounds and sexual orientations. You have joined a task force

devoted to combating these groups. You have come up with these suggestions:

[0 One-on-one conversations O Public shaming

[0 Street protests OO0 Satire/comedy

O Legal reform [0 Viral social media campaigns
[0 Educational programs [0 Other:

Task: Discuss the above ideas with a partner. Create a plan that can help resolve the situation.

Speaking Activity: Roleplay (Pair Work)
Situation: The 18-year-old has recently watched Daryl Davis’s documentary about the KKK, entitled

“Accidental Courtesy” (link).

18-year-old: Davis’s documentary has inspired you. Using a similar relational approach, you would like to
make a documentary of a hate group in your country.

1) Select a hate group.

2) Think of why this project could help society and you personally.

3) Suggest your idea to your parent. Note that the project will require you live with them for at least
three months, and you will need about $1000 in camera equipment.

Possible expression: A documentary is the best way to get my message to the masses.

Parent: Your teenage child has just finished high school. They are a little naive about the world. They
would like to talk to you about something.

Possible expression: | think your intent is good, but ...
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https://www.pbs.org/independentlens/documentaries/accidental-courtesy/

Famous Quotations

e Love, friendship and respect do not unite people as much as hatred for something. — Anton Chekhov
e Hate, it has caused a lot of problems in the world, but has not solved one yet. — Maya Angelou
e Hate is too great a burden to bear. It injures the hater more than it injures the hated. — Coretta Scott King

e People don’t change their minds because you yell at them. - Daryl Davis

Vocabulary: Insert one of the below vocabulary items into the appropriate blank.
clink / supremacy / taint / naive / remark / resurgence / intent /

devote / undermine / ponder / the masses

1. country music had made a in this country.

2. Then he makes this — when the waitress brings my cranberry juice, he
my glass, cheers me, and says ...

3. lwas . | wasn't trying to be rude.

4. Since age 10, Davis had been the question:

5. This uniform represents white .

6. ... this activist generation is using social media to reach

7. ... saying his relational approach their purpose.

8. ... when I should be my time to changing the system

9. the younger generation has the right — although their methods can sometimes
the mission.

Collocation Review from Video

1. music comes as naturally as

2. His unlikely KKK connection

3. As a new generation of African-Americans
4. You need a multi-prong

breathing

attack

comes of age, ...

inspired him to start getting answers

ORI L]

Final Discussion Questions
1. How do political and cultural views differ between older and younger generations?
2. Should people always be given the chance to change, no matter how hateful their beliefs?

3. How has social media affected the influence of hate groups?

Writing Prompts

A. Use the examples from the video to write a reflective essay on how empathy can be used as a tool for
social change.

B. Write an opinion paragraph, clearly outlining your stance, on whether it is ever acceptable to give

hateful people a platform (e.g. interviews in the news or podcasts) to discuss their views.
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This lesson plan was created by Matthew Barton of EnglishCurrent.com (copyright). Site members may photocopy and
edit the file for their classes. Permission is not given to rebrand the lesson, redistribute it on another platform, or sell it as
part of commercial course curriculum. ChatGPT was used to generate answer keys and some famous quotations. For

questions, contact the author.

Comprehension Question Answer Key

1....

2. The video shows how Daryl Davis used personal conversation and music to form relationships with KKK members and
change their views.

3. Because Daryl had impressed him with his music, and the man was curious — it was a moment of openness.

4. “How can you hate me when you don’t even know me?”

5. When the Klan members began asking for his opinion — not just answering his questions.

6. Daryl uses personal, one-on-one dialogue; the younger generation uses activism and social media. Both approaches

have value, but students may have differing opinions on which is more effective.
Vocabulary: a-remark, b-pondering, c-masses, d-clinks, e-undermines, f-intent, g-devoting, h-resurgence, i-naive, j-taint,

k-supremacy

Collocations 1-a, 2-d, 3-c, 4-b

- www.englishcurrent.com -



